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The Person’ s Dominion and the Community
O On the Universality of Human Action in Thomas Aquinas
0

Wataru Sasaki

0 According to Thomas Aquinas, man is master of his actions, and on this point, man is
different from other animals which are irrational. Man is a personal being as far as he has
dominion over his actions. On the other hand, man is a kind of social being. According to
Thomas, it is evident that all who are included in a community stand in relation to that
community as parts to a whole, so that whatever is the good of the part can be directed to the
good of the whole. We need the community because we are parts of it. However, man has
some transcendence as person. Therefore, man is the transcendent part in the community.
And while moving towards happiness, man is like a personal pilot of his own movement. |
propose the community provides the sphere of personal movement, and makes it possible for
each person to move himself. Man can be a human being only in a community.

Key Words: [the unique of human being] [the necessity of ultimate end] [man's
movement to ultimate end] [the universality of human action] [the necessity of
human action]
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S.TO Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiad 11 0 O O O (1] ed. Paulinae, TorinoITTT1.
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(3)0 S.T. 1I-11, 958, a5, c. Manifestum est autem quod omnes qui sub communitate aliqua
continentur comparantur ad communitatem sicut partes ad totum. Pars autem id quod
est totius est; unde et quolibet bonum partis est ordinabile in bonum totius.

(4)dS.T. I, g1, al, c. Actionum quae ab homine aguntur, illae solae proprie dicuntur
humanae, quae sunt propriae hominis inquantum est homo. Differt autem homo ab aliis
irrationalibus creaturis in hoc, quod est suorum actuum dominus. Unde illae solae
actiones vocantur proprie humanae, quarum homo est dominus.
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(9)0S.T 1,029 al c Sed adhuc quodam specialiori et perfectiori modo invenitur particulare
et individuum in substantiis rationalibus, quae habent dominium sui actus, et non solum

6

(
(
(
(

aguntur, sicut alia, sed per se agunt: actiones autem in singularibus sunt. Et ideo etiam
inter ceteras substantias quoddam speciale nomen habent singularia rationalis naturae.
Et hoc nomen est persona.

00 S. 7. I-1, g1, a2, c. llla vero quae ratione carent, tendunt in finem per naturalem
inclinationem, quasi ab alio mota, non autem a seipsis: cum non cognoscant rationem finis,
et ideo nihil in finem ordinare possunt, sed solum in finem ab alio ordinantur.

1O S.T: I-11, 9.1, al, c. Obiectum autem voluntatis est finis et bonum. Unde oportet quod

geo



omnes actiones humanae propter finem sint.

120 S.T. I-1l, 9.1, a3, c. Et utrogue modo actus humani, sive considerentur per modum
actionum, sive per modum passionum, a fine speciem sortiuntur. Utroque enim modo
possunt considerari actus humani: eo quod homo movet seipsum, et movetur a seipso.

(130 8.7 1,9.82, a1, ad 3. Sumus domini nostrorum actuum secundum quod possumus hoc vel
illud eligere. Electio autem non est de fine, sed de his quae sunt ad finem, ut dicitur in Il
Ethic. Unde appetitus ultimi finis non est de his quorum domini sumus.

(490 S.T. 1, 9.82, a1, c. Similiter etiam nec necessitas naturalis repugnat voluntati. Quinimmo
necesse est quod, sicut intellectus ex necessitate inhaeret primis principiis, ita voluntas ex
necessitate inhaereat ultimo fini, qui est beatitudo.

50 S.T. I-11, g.1, a5, ¢. Sicut autem se habet ultimus finis hominis simpliciter ad totum
humanum genus, ita se habet ultimus finis hominis ad hunc hominis. Unde oportet quod,
sicut omnium hominum est naturaliter unus finis ultimus, ita huius hominis voluntas in
uno ultimo fine statuatur.
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